
Stewardship 2016:
The Landscape of Generosity

A Service of Prayer, Discovery and Thanksgiving





Gathering

Presider As we begin the day, we focus on our calling to live faithfully, 

for who knows what today holds?

Holy God, you are always with us.

People Open our eyes to your presence.

Presider God of faithful surprises, throughout the ages you have

Made known your love and power in unexpected ways and places: May we daily 

perceive the joy and wonder of your abiding presence and offer our lives in 

gratitude for our redemption. Amen.





Scripture: Matthew 6: 19-34

Affirmation
We believe in God, the creator of all life and beauty, 

Who blesses our journey.

We believe in Jesus Christ, 
who lived as a friend and savior to all he met
as he traveled, 
and who ate, and laughed, wept and celebrated 
with them in love. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
who rides on the gentle breeze,
who strengthens our bindings, and 
who offers hope eternal. 

We believe in the Church
which stands open to all travelers
and bears witness to the everlasting love of God.





Service of Holy Communion

Presider Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation:
Through your goodness
We have this bread to set before you, 
Which earth has given and human hands have made.
It will become for us the bread of life. 

People Blessed be God forever. 

Presider Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation:
Through your goodness
We have this wine to set before you,
Fruit of the vine and work of human hands. 
It will become for us the cup of salvation. 

People Blessed be God forever. 



Presider God be with you
People And also with you. 

Presider Come to the table with thankful hearts.
People We open our hearts to the Lord with praise. 

Presider Eternal God, in the abundance of your love.  You have 
caused all things to be; from dust and spirit you have woven our humanity;
in all our wanderings you never cease to call us to the fullness of this life.

You gave us Jesus, son of Mary, the bread of life broken for the world; 
feeding us and feasting with us; healing us and suffering for us; Jesus 
dying and rising have set us free from poverty of sin and the famine of 
death. 

Therefore, with all whom you have made, cherished and called, with all who 
hunger for your kingdom and will not rest until your children are fed, with 
the broken saints and redeemed sinners of all ages, we take up the song of 
your praise.



Presider We ask that your Holy Spirit will fall upon us and upon 
these gifts that these fragile, earthly things may be to us the body and 
blood of our lord and brother Jesus Christ; who, on the night that he was 
betrayed, gathered with his faltering friends for a meal that tasted of 
freedom. 

Calling them to the table, Jesus took bread, gave thanks, broke it and said: 
“This is my body, which is given for you. do this to remember me.”

In the same way after supper, Jesus took the cup, saying: “This cup is the 
new covenant in my blood. Do this, whenever you drink it, to remember me.”

As on that night, so here and now Jesus offers himself in touch and taste 
beyond what words can hold. 

People Great is the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen.
Christ will come again. 





Presider Therefore in our eating and drinking we are filled with the 
life-giving presence of Christ; we proclaim him as creation’s host transforming 
poverty into plenty in the reckless generosity of love. 

We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord,
By whom and with whom and in whom
In the unity of the Holy Spirit
All honor and glory be yours
Mother of blessings, for ever and ever. 

Amen. 







Post Communion Prayer

Generous Giver, you pour forth your extravagant
bounty without measure upon your whole creation:

Teach us generosity, that the fruits of our spirits
and the works of our hands may build your 

commonwealth of blessing. 

Amen. 


